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Pf^eface. 



BHIS little book is intended to be 
a friend to the young Christian. 
It comes as an early gleam of sun- 
shine in the morning hours of a 
very happy day. It brings a hearty welcome 
from an old disciple to every son and daugh- 
ter who has been bom into the family of God. 
It has words of encouragement and greetings 
of joy for those who are wise enough, bold 
enough to confess Christ when the heart is 
yet tender, and the thoughts fresh and free. 
For religion came from God, who is both 
light and love ; and so it was not meant to 
be a gloomy thing. And holiness leads up- 
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wards to heaven and glory ; and that was not 
meant to be a hard and painful thing. And 
happiness will grow better on the root of 
faith than on the root of sin ; and it will 
ripen under the beams of love, and not under 
the blighting influence of fear. 

This little book will endeavour to become 
a key to open out the thoughts and unlock 
the hidden yearnings of young believers, who 
desire to have no secrets with God, no keep- 
ing back any affection of heart from Christ, 
no closing of conscience or will against the 
incoming and indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
It points the young soul to Christ. It draws 
the early thought to the Word of God. It 
enlists the earliest efforts of the better life in 
the service of the Divine Master, who claims 
the first ripe ears for His holy temple. It 
means to be helpful, and wishes to be useful, 
about the best things. So it will be very 
tender, and very truthful, that God in mercy 
may use it to guide young feet into the way 
of peace. 
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PREFACE. 



This little book asks very careful attention, 
but it most of all desires that every reader 
may be prayerful before the Lord for His 
blessing. Channels of thought will remain 
dry if no water of life is drawn out of the 
deep well which Divine love has provided for 
life's long pilgrimage. The eyes which have 
been turned down to the page must next be 
turned up to heaven. Take the truth so 
home to the heart that it makes a home in 
the heart for Jesus, and then study and prayer 
and blessing will go on together. 

** My Son, if thine heart be wise, my heart 
shall rejoice, even mine. — jProz\ xxiii. 15. 
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I. 
The Kew JDipcovery. 

iUMAN life is spent in finding 
things out. Men advance in a 
knowledge of things good or evil 
as they go fonvards amongst new 
scenes, fresh acquaintances, and opening 
experiences from year to year. And Chris- 
tian life is explained by St. Paul to have this 
feature and character: "Now we have re- 
ceived, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God." "The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : 
for they are foolishness unto him : neither 
can he know them, because they are spiri- 
tually discerned" (i Cor. ii. 12, 14). And 
so a great change comes. The eyes of a 
man's understanding are opened, and his 
explanation is, " Whereas I was blind, now I 
2 
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10 EARLY DAYS IN CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

see." He finds out, for instance, that his 
soul must be a very precious thing, and yet 
he has neglected it too long. For it Christ 
died ; and for it God cares. He finds out 
that on that precious soul there are the stains 
and wounds of sin. For memory is busy, 
and conscience is awake, and thought tells 
how God's holy eye has seen every thought 
and word and act of evil. He finds out 
that he has a great spiritual enemy, who has 
brought him into great spiritual danger; and 
so he becomes very anxious and very earnest 
about being saved. Then he finds out that 
the Lord Jesus Christ has been and is a 
very faithful Friend. He learns how He 
saved other sinners, and asks that the same 
blessed Saviour will save himself. Some 
promise in God's word has become very 
clear. The offer of forgiveness of sins begins 
to be very distinct. It seems as if God's 
love had his own young heart in view, when 
He speaks words of grace and peace. Then 
Faith makes her first venture, and she finds 
that God is faithful. Sorrow for sin is real ; 
prayer before God is real ; the desire to be 
saved is real ; and the young heart makes its 
first happy discovery that Jesus does receive 
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THE NEW DISCOVERY. II 

those who come to Him, and that " through 
him we have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father.*' The lost soul has found its home 
and its father. " The love of God is 'shed 
abroad in our heart by the Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us." Sometimes this discovery 
is made as if by a flash of light from heaven. 
Sometimes it is reached only after years of 
waiting, or in some months of sickness, or 
after many holy lessons and long earnest 
pleadings, which some loving friend has been 
making with us and for us about these 
higher and better things. But God is the 
teacher in every case. ** We love him, 
because he first loved us." 

Will the reader stop at this point and 
think? How do such things look? Are 
they very dull, and very strange, and very 
distant, and very weary things ? Or do they 
come home to the heart, and bring light, and 
joy, and peace ? The man who found the 
pearl of great price knew its value, and kept 
it because it was his own. And the young 
Christian who has found Christ knows Him, 
and loves Him, and delights to say, " My 
beloved is mine and I am his." 

And when this discovery has been made, 
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there is a new meaning and a new purpose 
in life. A Christian need never be dull 
With so much to do for the Master, and so 
much to learn from Him and about Him, 
hours may well be busy There will be 
something to suffer, and something to sacri- 
fice, and something to struggle against ; .but 
a holy walk is always an interesting walk. 
Some fresh view of God's wonderful working 
may be found every day. Some new truths 
out of God's most gracious word may be 
learned every day. Some unexpected turn 
in God's good providence may be seen every 
day. So there are rich variety, and widening 
prospects, and fresh deliverances ; and the 
heart grows rich as the labour of life goes on. 
The young heart soon gets tired of earthly 
pleasures, for they disappoint us, or forsake 
us, or lose their power to please. But the 
heart, young or old, never grows weary of 
God, never is dissatisfied with Christ, never 
finds grace unsuitable for the souL Think 
what would happen if an outcast, homeless 
child were to find out that he was heir to a 
king ! But a Christian is " an heir of God, 
and joint heir with Christ." No wonder that 
he longs for the inheritance, educates himself 
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for the inheritance, prepares for " an inherit- 
ance with the saints in light." 

When this discovery has been made, there 
will be new companionships in life. The 
closest of all will be ** communion with the 
Father and the Son." The most constant of 
all, enjoyed everywhere and always, will be 
" the fellowship of the Spirit," " the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." 
But there are happy friendships found 
amongst those who are one in Christ. The 
thoughtless world may cast the young be- 
lievers out, but the thankful Church will 
gladly take them in. There must often be 
many forebodings even in the early days of 
life's long journey, for even a child may ask 
who will be near to guide him when dark 
times come on. But he who has put his 
hand into the Saviour's loving grasp, and is 
trying to place his feet on the prints which 
Jesus left by His own most holy walk, will 
have no reason to think that he can be with- 
out a guardian and a guide. 

" The sun was risen upon the earth when 
Lot entered Zoar;" and w^hen the young 
Christian has escaped out of the city of 
destruction, drawn away by the mercy of 
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God, and directed by the good hand of God 
upon him, it is as the morning of a brighter 
day welcoming him upward to a better home. 
And the heart will never forget it, and the 
judgment will never be ashamed of it. " He 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season ; his leaf also shall not wither ; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper " (Ps. i. 3). 

" Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his way ? By taking heed thereto according 
to thy word. With my whole heart have I 
sought thee : oh let me not wander from thy 
commandments " (Ps. cxix. 9, 10). 

" It is good for a man that he bear the 
yoke in his youth" (Laraen. iii. 27). 

" Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth, while the evil days come not " 
(Eccles. xii. i). 
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IT. 

The F(e/i- Consecration. 

|HE fruit of the Spirit is love/' An 
intense affection rises in the human 
heart towards the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who " loved us and gave hioiself 
for us." And men know when they love, 
and they show whom they love ; and so the 
early days of really decided Christian life are 
days of " first love." The thought has been 
well expressed in well-known words : 

"Just as I am ; Thy love unknown 
Hath broken every barrier down ; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come." 

The thing is very much higher than another 
man's consecration of us, as when a pious 
parent consecrated his child, or when we 
ourselves complied with the wish of others. 
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and professedly united ourselves with the 
Lord's worshipping people. That may have 
been an unreal devotion, up to which we were 
wrought by strong human appeals, or to 
which we wrought ourselves by strong effort 
of feeling and of will. In real consecration 
to God, the heart's best affections have been 
won to Christ and by Christ, and we sur- 
render ourselves, " spirit and soul and body," 
to be His for ever. It is not the consecration 
of disappointed people who have been tired 
of earthly pleasures, and now take to some- 
thing which may satisfy the weary heart. 
The young Christian has found Christ early, 
and finds in Him what suits and satisfies his 
soul. And when the temptations of sense 
and Satan assault him, they are met by the 
happy fact, that a lodgment has been made 
within of something that will not be cast out 
or driven out, because it is nearest and dearest 
too. It is a case of conscience ; and the 
Holy Ghost has settled it, so that the young 
soldiers of the Cross accept the service, put 
on the armour, and join the ranks of Him 
"whose banner over them is love." And 
this means an act of opposition to the world, 
and an act of adhesion to the I-.ord Jesus 
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Christ It means a standing still in the way 
of ungodliness, and a turning at once, spite 
of all pressure and persuasion, into the way 
of Christ. But it is also a case of conviction 
and of choice. Divine grace carries with it 
the judgment and the affections, so that a 
believer is not ashamed and not afraid to say 
that he is the Lord^s. The young Christian 
will not repent of having cast in his lot with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He will desire to 
love Him more ; but he is thankful to know 
that he does love Christ much. Above all, 
it is a case of felt privilege and blessing. The 
young conscience was uneasy, and now it 
finds peace. The early faults and failures 
were humiliating, and now, under Divine 
guidance, the happy consciousness comes in 
that a true friend has taken the trembling 
hand which weak faith humbly offered, and 
strength and help will be given for all the 
walk arid work of a new and better life. 
There are some marks of this real consecra* 
tion which serve to show whether any parti- 
cular inquirer can find it in his own experience 
and character before God. When a Christian 
is fully consecrated to Christ, it will appear 
in his meditations. The Lord Jesus is much 
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in the mind, and much before the memory of 
His true disciples. The Christian knows that 
the Holy Ghost will glorify Christ. " He 
shall take of mine, and shall show it unto 
you." Therefore he searches the inspired 
word of God, and inquires of God the Holy 
Ghost, in order that the Saviour may become 
vividly real to his thoughts every hour of 
every day. The heart may be called away 
about human and earthly things, but its 
delight is to get back again to its greatest joy 
in fellowship with the Saviour, about whom 
it thinks and knows and feels most. So it is 
good to consider what it is that draws dis- 
engaged affections, and takes up the thread 
of disentangled thought. First in time, first 
in prominence, first in frequency, the Chris- 
tian's meditation will be about Christ 

When a Christian is fully consecrated to 
Christ, it will appear in his occupations. The 
Lord's servant will always find time and 
opportunity to show whose he is and whom 
he serves. He begins life afresh on this 
great principle; and so he begins the day 
with prayerful offers to honour Christ; he 
begins his every work with the secret purpose 
of turning it to account, in some way, for his 
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Master's honour. The young Christian will 
not be boastful, not seeking to push himself 
into observation by zeal even for the Lord's 
service. There is a modesty about holiness 
which keeps self in the background, that all 
honour and homage may be done only to the 
God of all grace. But there is a persistency 
in holiness which bids even a young and 
timid Christian keep the great purpose of his 
life always before him, to glorif}^ Christ. 
Plans for God's work, prayers about God's 
work, spending time and talent and personal 
effort in God's work, these things ought to be 
seen in Christian life; and when they are 
seen, they may be taken as marks that God 
has given us grace to be faithful. 

A young Christian is not so consecrated 
except by the Holy Ghost And this is a 
comforting truth. He can plead the fact of 
grace given as an argument before the Lord 
that grace may be continued. " If when we 
were enemies we were reconciled unto God 
by the death of His Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." 
The spirit of adoption draws the children to 
the Father's footstool. The freeness of the 
gift suggests ideas about its fulness. He who 
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has closed with Christ has quarrelled with 
sin. He who has joined himself to the Lord 
has cut off his connection with the enemies 
of the Cross of Christ So real consecration 
means a real change of heart and purpose. 
It means an entire surrender of the whole 
man, for the whole lifetime, to the higher 
and better engagements and enjoyments 
which the Lord Jesus Christ supplies to such 
as unfeignedly love Him. The young Chris- 
tian has gone out into the sunshine, and he 
will not be persuaded to go back into the 
dungeon darkness. He has tasted that the 
Lord is gracious, felt that the Lord is 
precious ; and now his language in life and 
in speech will be, "To me to live is Christ" 
Let the reader inquire within his own soul, 
What am I to Christ? What is Christ to 
me? 
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III. 

The Easily $truqqle. 

JHE dead branch, thrown into the 
stream, floats as the stream runs ; 
but the living branch, because it 
holds its place on the living tree, 
quivers and resists. And when a young soul 
is fascinated, carried away, and mastered by 
the influence of the world, and through the 
yielding to the pressure from without, there 
is an easy carelessness which moves but does 
not live. It is when grace constrains a man 
to be earnest that opposition is felt For 
the enemy is busy when there is any stirring 
of the soul towards Christ. And the world 
is hostile when the young heart shows that it 
has sought something, and found something, 
better than earth can off*er. But that which 
comes as a necessity is found to be a wise 
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provision for growth and comfort. The young 
follower of the Lord Jesus feels the coldness 
of the careless and the opposition of the 
ungodly, and he argues over again in his own 
soul the reasons for his choosing the good 
part. Then his happy privileges in the Re- 
deemer grow more and more valued and 
clung to. Then his wonderful consolations 
and triumphs in Christ become more and 
more matters of certainty and solid reality. 
And the tried man trusts the more. And 
the afflicted man cleaves the more. He can 
face anything in following Christ. He will 
fear nothing which comes from obeying 
Christ. He has made up his mind ; he has 
taken his stand ; he has taken to him " the 
whole armour of God." 

And it may be that the struggles which 
rise in our early days must be with friends 
who seem to wish us well, and think to do us 
good. They bid us not be righteous overmuch. 
They implore us not to carry things too far. 
They beg us to hesitate before entering on 
what seems to them a narrow, cheerless, and 
unnatural state of life. Human love may 
hang upon ihe young heart and increase its 
difficulty about forsaking all for Christ. The 



Digitized by (jOOQIC 



THE EARLY STRUGGLE. 23 

answer is, that the Lord Jesus lessens no 
lawful pleasure ; but throws a holy brightness 
over all that the heart can love. The ex- 
perience is, that the power of the enemy is 
found to be smaller, and the power of the 
Saviour is proved to be greater, when the 
struggle has really begun. 

There are other struggles which come out 
of the early mistakes which true men are 
found to make about the direction in which 
their path lies, and the source from which 
their safety flows. The subtle enemy lures 
men to contend with him on his own ground 
of unbelief, and in the confidence of their 
own resolution and strength of mind. The 
infant falls because it refuses the help of a 
father's hand. The young Christian sinks 
because he thinks of the waves and the 
watery depths, and does not look unto Jesus, 
who is the author and finisher of faith. The 
world is fresh and tempting. The mind is in- 
experienced and unfurnished. The will sways 
weakly when the varying winds beat all round 
upon the. soul. The enemy means mischief; 
but God brings out good. The roots get 
deeper into the soil of faith. The branches 
grow stronger as the vigour of a steadfast 
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purpose goes on. Trials are only triumphs 
in promise. And struggles which keep men 
dependent are only a Father's provision to 
keep men safe. 

But a young Christian's struggles are found 
to be about new and unexpected things. 
Because grace has its own department in 
which difficulties grow up, under the very 
shelter of the good things which the Lord 
has planted He finds it hard to be unselfish, 
and so he strives prayerfully against the rising 
of his own corrupt nature. He feels that the 
sneers and laughs of old friends, who would 
not follow him when he decided for Christ, 
are sore trials which wound him and trouble 
him in his new walk in the ways of godliness. 
He knows that his spiritual enemy under- 
stands in what his weakness lies, and that he 
presses his temptations at the weak moment, 
and against the weakest point. There are 
troubles which rise out of doubt, and troubles 
which rise out of sin, and troubles which 
rise out of inexperience ; and the heart is 
perplexed and pained. 

It is at such times that special help will 
come from the loving Saviour, who has seen 
His servant in his fighting against evil, and 
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who has prepared for them that love Him 
such good things as pass man's understanding. 
And the new satisfactions are as real as the 
new trials have been. After many assaults 
the young believer finds that the enemy has 
not advantage over him. He is " strong in 
the Lord and in the power of his might." 
He understands how victory is gained, and 
his words are : " Most gladly, therefore, will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me." The effect is 
a deepening humility, but a growing faith. 
There is a diligent watchfulness and a very 
earnest prayerfulness. And the habit grows 
as years run on, so that the Christian never 
goes back, never gives way, because wisdom 
has taught one great fact : ** Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you ; draw nigh to God, 
and he \vill draw nigh to you." 

But let the struggle be a real one. It is 
not to be a painful effort to make ourselves 
what we have heard others have become. 
Christ is an example we may always set before 
us, and he will not suffer us to be too much 
exalted or depressed. But no one Christian 
is exactly similar to any other. Each life is 
an original result of the inworking grace of 
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God. Each work is according to the *oppor- 
tunity and the strength which God has given. 
And the simplest rules apply in Christian 
life. Be natural ; and then you will glorify 
God in your own way, and God will use you 
according to the measure which He has 
appointed for you. Be true : loving truth 
however simple, rather than speculation 
however original and inventive it may seem 
to be. Be real : living always under the 
consciousness that you cannot deceive God, 
and would not mislead men. Be brave : 
valiant in the Lord's service, steadfast in 
vindicating the Master's honour, outspoken 
in the presence of enemies or friends, when- 
ever conscience says that you ought not to 
conceal or compromise in any matter "U'hich 
Christ has entrusted to your defence. 
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IV. 

The Fre^h Work. 

[jHERE ought to be work found, 
there will be work found, in this 
busy world, in which tlie Lord 
Jesus went about doing good. 
Yet men complain that time hangs heavily, 
that days bring little interest, that they grow 
weary of life. This is always a sad sight ; 
but specially when they who complain about 
dulness are still young. Now, if men will 
only do what they must not or cannot do, their 
grievance is created by themselves. And it 
is the work of real religion to remove all this 
stubbornness of mind and will, and to make 
men say to their heavenly Father, "Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do ? " And then 
a door opens, and they enter into the Lord's 
vineyard, and find fresh opportunities, fresh 
modes of doing the Lord's will, and grow 
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happy in doing it. Think how a young 
Christian may be busy about himself. Each 
man's soul is a garden ground in which dili- 
gence is always needful. " Keep thine heart 
with all diligence." There are things to be 
got into it, and there are things to be got out 
of it. Into the soul we need to get the 
wisdom which cometh down from above, the 
" love of God which is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us." So wise men keep in the sunshine 
of the written word, and lie before the door 
of mercy through which come the gleams 
and the grace from heaven. And out of the 
soul we ought to get the evil spirit of selfish- 
ness and love of sin, the prejudices and the 
littleness of our narrow and gloomy thoughts. 
So humble men are busy watching over the 
door of their lips, and thinking about the 
work of their hands, prayerfully anxious to 
•*have a conscience void of offence toward 
God and toward men." And this gives them 
something to do : an occupation at home, 
work within themselves, always and any- 
where claiming their attention and their care. 
Think how a young Christian may be 
busy about Christ. Mind may be busy, 
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thinking where and what He is ; and so the 
early hours and late, early days and late, 
have one great subject, which ever grows 
larger, nobler, grander, brighter as know- 
ledge is heightened and increased. And 
heart and hope must be active and at work ; 
for how can we love Him enough, when do 
we long for Him as we ought, seeing that He 
is our joy and will be our glory ? To hear 
about the Lord Jesus, and to talk about Him 
one to another; to care about the Lord 
Jesus, and to show the wide world that we 
hold Him dearer than all the world beside ; 
this forms a business every day for every 
one who would be a Christian, not in name 
only, but in reality and truth. And the 
hours spent with Jesus, in holy submission 
to His will, in lowly prostration before His 
cross, in thankful memory of His sympathy 
arid power to save, these are happy hours 
not dull — seasons of blessing which make 
the graces of the soul breathe forth their 
fragrance, and show out their flowers and 
their fruits. 

Think how a young Christian may be busy 
in the world for Christ. There must be 
something more than planning, and purr 
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posing, and promising, for the healthy thing 
is acting. And work may well begin amongst 
those who are nearest, and with the matters 
that are easiest. The kindly look of a loving 
eye, the gentle touch of a brother's hand, 
the ready word of a fellow-traveller's counsel, 
the earnest help of a sympathetic friend, 
are things which can anywhere be shown 
and will everywhere be valued. The great 
things often follow where smaller things 
have been modestly and prayerfully taken in 
hand. Home work done in the Christian 
spirit and the heavenly temper will not be 
without its influence. Mission work, whether 
the field be near or far away, taken up out 
of love to Christ and His work, and carried 
on because of Christ's commission and re- 
quirement, will be found a happy use of time 
and talent and power of every kind. In 
this barren world a young hand may sow a 
grain of the incorruptible seed, and that may 
spring and bear fruit an hundredfold. In 
this thirsty land a child's foot may turn a 
stone aside, and so enable the pure water of 
the river of God to irrigate the dry places, 
till they are green with a new beauty and 
fruitfulness, A young heart longing to b^ 
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kind to some aged sufferer may carry its own 
bright joy into a chamber of affliction, and 
bring out again some holy lesson of heavenly 
patience which will bless all its own future 
life. For doing good and getting good are 
mysteriously bound together in the provi- 
dence of that gracious God who is no man^s 
debtor, but who asks man's service in order 
that he may secure man's good. 

In the fresh work which the child of God 
takes in hand, it is well to consider the 
order and the conditions under which it 
should be done. It must aim first at the 
glory of God who gave the charge, " Go work 
to-day in my vineyard." Work done at God's 
command and done for God's honour is 
work well done. It must look first at that 
part of man which has most value ; and so a 
Christian, while he cares for the body, and 
helps to adjust the worldly burden, is chiefly 
interested about the soul. His endeavour 
will be to make all things tell upon this 
highest point; and food for the soul, medicine 
for the soul, comfort for the soul, may well 
be a chief concern. And further, the effort 
must be made at once before our day cf 
opportunity^ is gone. Th^ young worker 
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must not calculate upon life that may not 
last. He must not say, " To-morrow I will 
give," when the hand open now may then be 
closed in death. Spring sowing tells upon 
the autumn reaping. And the skilful workers 
are they who began work early, and so have 
gathered experience, and devotion, and de- 
termination about the things which God has 
given them to do. Be content with your 
own labour, as the Lord appoints it. Be 
conscientious in doing it yourself, as the 
Lord enables you. Throw heart into it, and 
cast yourself and your best endeavours as a 
humble tribute of human gratitude for God's 
grace given. 
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||EXT to an entire indifference, the 
great enemy of our souls is best 
served by a partial inquiry. He 
will permit a man to make a sur- 
face examination of the Holy Scriptures, 
provided men do not "search the Scriptures," 
and set about a real endeavour to know the 
truth, and understand the will of God con- 
cerning the things which make for peace. 
He raises little opposition to an examination 
of the soul, if it may be done by one man 
for another man, or even by one man about 
himself, provided that it only extends to 
external things or to things which have to do 
with our neighbour, and not with God. He 
will rather encourage inquiry out of which 
controversy may come, because it takes off 
observation from his own devices against the 
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soul, by bidding men watch how Christians 
can struggle with one another about minor 
things. 

But a young Christian, in the fresh interest 
which he has found in spiritual concerns, is 
not satisfied with these surface questions and 
these partial investigaticfcs. By God's 
teaching he has become intensely anxious 
about the facts of his own soul history, and 
about the truths which the Lord Jesus has 
brought to light concerning salvation. So 
he makes a deeper search. He takes the 
candle of the Lord, and carries light along 
the corridors of his own conscience, because 
he has fears and suspicions that secret evil 
may be lurking there which ought to be 
discovered and cast out. He desires to be 
honest with himself, and so, besides his own 
faithful endeavour to know all and confess 
all the sins and follies that may be found in 
mind or heart, in life or purpose, he calls in 
the help of God, and says with one of old, 
" Search me, O God, and know my heart ; 
try me, and know my thoughts ; and see if 
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting " (Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24). 
For this purpose, the young believer does 
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well to be much alone with God, alone with 
the business of his own soul in hand, alone 
with the solemnities of death and judgment 
vividly before him. Hence it is that while 
he is always peaceful, and often triumphant, 
he is sometimes grave, and never frivolous. 
He cannot play with temptations as foolish 
men often do. He dares not give the tongue 
unchecked and unwatched freedom, as care- 
less talkers do, and so fall into unwise and 
untrue statements which God's ear always 
hears. He is seriously observant of the wiles 
of the wicked one, and so cannot trust him- 
self to be far away from the power of the 
Lord Jesus, and from the holy counsels and 
sweet influences of the Holy Ghost 

The same thing appears when the young 
disciple wishes to learn all that the word of 
God has to teach, and to discover all that 
the grace of God has to reveal about the 
wisdom which makes wise unto salvation. 
Take his study of God's word. There is a 
feeling of reverent thankfulness from the fact 
that the oracles of God are put within his 
reach. The eternal God has spoken ; should 
not every human heart be stilled into a 
TQver^nt and def(?renti?^l £ittention? Ther^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



36 EARLY DAYS W CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

is a sense of unspeakable privilege when a 
light from heaven has come to guide men's 
footsteps through earthly darkness up to the 
heavenly brightness. So, he is prayerful for 
the Spirit's direction, and remembers that the 
revelation came from the same Spirit's dicta- 
tion. And he ponders over the blessed 
truths, as conscious that there are gems of 
thought and treasures of wisdom which will 
be found only by the men that dig. The 
Bible, in consequence, becomes a very 
precious book. Like a father's letter to his 
son, while he is under tutors and governors, 
it is welcome, very welcome, because it comes 
from home, and tells about home in heaven. 
Like the title deeds of an expected inherit- 
ance, it is carefully treasured and diligently 
mastered, so that the heir may never dis- 
honour the high calling for which love bids 
him now to prepare. The real love of the 
Bible is not found in the young professor, 
who means to make religion as easy a thing 
and as small a matter as he can, so as not to 
lose credit for respectability. But true love 
to God's word is always a feature in the 
character of such as are really born again by 
the Holy Ghost. And the love is shown. 
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not merely in having the Bible, and accepting 
it to be a holy book, but in knowing the 
Bible facts, doctrines, principles, and kneading 
them all into the mass of the man's own 
ideas, feelings, and habits of life, that the 
whole character may be shaped and saturated 
by that which makes all things new. In the 
hand, and in the head, and in the heart, hold 
fast God's word. 

Take the study of God Himself. " Who 
can by searching find out God ? " Yet what 
holy, blessed inquiries rise when we think of 
His love, remember His gracious dealings, 
and trace out what His will must be, by 
examining all that He has made know^n in His 
works and in His ways. The sinner hates to 
be reminded of God. The indifferent asks a 
passing question, and makes a hasty investiga- 
tion, and declares that nothing can be known 
and that no pleasure or profit will come out of 
the inquiry. But the child of God has found 
a clue which is leading him through marvels 
and mysteries which have set his very soul on 
fire. There is richness and sweetness which 
he never expected to enjoy. To be the child 
of a heavenly Father so loving and so wise ; 
to be the subject of a heavenly King so holy 
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and so true ; to be the scholar of a Divine 
Master so honoured and so willing to instruct ; 
these things account for the enthusiasm with 
which one of the Lord's true people will seize 
upon anything, and search everywhere, for 
light and love to be thrown into the good 
part which the heart has chosen under grace. 
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VI. 

The Better Worship. 

JHE highest, the holiest, the hap- 
piest service which a creature 
renders to the Creator is worship. 
So we find it in heaven. "The 
four and twenty elders fall down before him 
that sat on the throne, and worship him that 
liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying. Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory and honour and 
power : for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created " 
(Rev. iv. lo, ii). And human nature every- 
>vhere, even when it is most debased, carries 
within it something which is meant to be 
worship. And the deceiver of souls knows 
that the best thing when it is corrupted is the 
worst thing in the sight of all that is holy and 
pure. Therefore, mistakes about worship are 

Digitized by (jOOQIC 



40 EA^LV DAVS in CMRISTIAN UPE. 

very common and very dangerous things. 
So it is that some men are content only with 
the worship of form. Think of one bending his 
knees to express his humility and penitence 
before God, and never bowing his will, or 
humbling his heart It is a mockery and 
an abomination. Think of another uttering 
holy words of prayer and praise, but putting 
no meaning into his language, drawing near 
with the lips while the heart is far from God. 
It is an insult and a disgrace. Think of a 
third, promising to obey, professing to serve, 
and yet harbouring wicked designs, forming 
unholy plans, even in the midst of worship, 
for some worldly course of pleasure or profit. 
All such worship must be vain, for it is pain- 
fully unreal and fatally untrue. 

But even when men are conscientious they 
may not worship God aright. The loving 
Father does not require His family to tremble 
in alarm at His presence. He is not well 
pleased with fear and agony of soul. Sorrow 
for sin may well show itself in tears and 
humiliation; but the tears fill eyes which 
look to God, and the humblest servant re- 
members that the Master, in name and in 
nature, is Love. Self-denial and self-sacrifice 
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will be associated vvith the homage which a 
redeemed man offers before the Divine 
Majesty, because they represent the man^s 
suspicion of himself, and tell the Almighty 
that there is practical reality in the offer made 
to surrender everything rather than forfeit or 
forego the love of our Father in heaven. But 
the better worship rises best out of higher 
considerations. The young Christian finds a 
new joy in appearing before the Lord. No- 
where else can he so entirely unlock the 
secrets of his whole being. Before man, there 
is a keeping back of the things which lie 
lowest in the conscience, and which bring up 
the deepest blush, and inflict the sorest pain. 
But the whole nature opens before God, as a 
flower under sunshine. He expects to hide 
nothing, and desires to hide nothing from His 
Maker. And when the light finds out the 
darkest spots in the heart and history, the 
consequence is peace. The whole soul ten- 
ders its full worship, and that is a pleasurable 
thing. 

The young Christian also has found a purer 
principle to call forth his homage, and that is 
gratitude. Once he came trembling, because 
his sinful soul felt the holiness of God to be 
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as sunshine on a diseased eye. But now, 
through the righteousness which he has by 
faith in the Lord Jesus, and under the sweet 
sense of being forgiven, and " accepted in the 
beloved," the sinner saved by grace can 
" come boldly to the throne of grace, that he 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need." It is well to be careful against 
fashion and formalism in worship, against the 
merely sensational ecstacies which go no 
deeper than the highly wrought bodily exer- 
cise, or the wildly excited emotions of the 
imagination. Holy worship ought to be calm 
in its highest expression, for it is rendered 
before Him who is the searcher of the heart. 
But when a young Christian thinks of his 
former worldlinessand,it may be, wickedness 
of thought and living, and reflects how God's 
grace has made him to differ from what he 
remembers to have been, the result may well 
appear in a chastened gratitude, and a sancti- 
fied dedication of every power and passion to 
show forth the glory of Him who " called us 
out of darkness into his marvellous light." 

It may be well to think about some prac- 
tical considerations which may tell a man 
what his worship is. What if it be mainly 
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confined to certain seasons and places, 
coming and going at the call of man, ebbing 
and flowing as the influences of the creature 
are present or not present before us. 

Now, we are and must be conscious of the 
eflfect which sense has upon spiritual things 
within us. God has appointed times in which 
we need to be drawn towards Him. And man 
has wisely arranged' places in which holy sur- 
roundings keep mind and heart acutely sen- 
sitive to sacred things. But we must not 
cripple worship by the ifetters of earthly bonds. 
" God is a spirit, and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth.** 
Settled worship is wise and needful ; but 
spontaneous worship, which can catch the 
holy fire from heaven, and offer the sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving on any spot and at 
any moment, when and where the blessing 
from the Lord came down, this is to be the 
coveted experience and expression of every 
wise servant of the Most High. The wings 
of the soul may be folded, but they must al- 
ways be ready to fly as a bird toward heaven. 
The language of an upturned eye, and the 
meaning of a bowed head, and the token of 
a bended knee, are not unread before the 
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Lord. The better worship is the brighter 
worship, when the happy heart communes 
with the Author of all good. It is the con- 
tinuous worship, when the holy life bears 
witness everywhere that the Christian not 
only receives but also renders blessing. It is 
the consistent worship, by which the human 
heart is proved to be in tune, by the precious 
fact that whenever the hand of God has 
touched it, it gives forth the note of praise. 
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VII. 

The Hiqher JVIotive. 

iIHE dead fly in the apothecary's 
ointment " is selfishness. And the 
very costly spikenard, when ** the 
house is filled with the odour of 
the ointment," is the offering which unselfish 
love has poured upon the Saviour's feet. A 
man's world must be narrow when he is him- 
self the centre of it ; but there is a universe 
in which bright spirits can circulate, where 
the Lord Jesus is the point round which all 
affection turns. The motive is that which 
moves a man. And if it comes out of the 
man himself it may roll him along the surface 
of earthly things. But something beyond 
and above the man is needful, if he is to be 
lifted and drawn upwards after God and 
heaven. Thus a man may hate sin because 
of its consequence to himself, who may not 
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hate it because of its rebellion against God. 
And another man may care about salvation, 
because it delivers from danger, and not 
because it has admitted to service and satis- 
faction under Jesus Christ The lower motive 
in the lost soul is one in which it accepts the 
Saviour's gracious offer to guide it back again 
to the home out of which the enemy beguiled 
it. But the higher motive in the saved soul 
is one by which it offers the whole homage 
of the enlightened heart and understanding 
to do that holier will of the Divine Master, 
which " the service which is perfect freedom " 
has proved to be holy and just and good. 
. A Christian, therefore, is a man who is 
often considering what his motives are. And 
a young Christian does well, from time to 
time, to sit in judgment upon himself, and 
ask why he is what he seems to be. Some 
helpful thoughts may be useful here. 

There is a subtle evil, one which a man 
hardly likes to confess even to himself, in 
the desire to attract attention. It is utterly 
indefensible ; for it is not fair for some things 
to be known and other things to be con- 
cealed. That is only a cunning mode of 
deceiving men as to what we are. And if 
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all were to be known to others, as we know 
ourselves, or as God knows us, the result 
would be shame and not favour, even with 
the most partial judges. Better promise 
little than promise and not perform. The 
young Christian must be very watchful against 
this temptation ; for the spirit of the hypo- 
crite is very easily evolved out of the self- 
satisfied temper by which the heart wishes to 
be thought holier and wiser than it is. Let a 
man measure himself by the law of God, and 
he will soon find out how stunted his growth 
has been. Let a man put himself ever under 
the light of God's glorious presence, and 
there blemishes will soon be discovered such 
as must make all boasting void. The prayer 
of humble access may ever wxll be this, 
** God be merciful to me a sinner." 

There is a secret mistake which often lies 
at the root of much mischief growing up in 
the untutored mind, and that is a more or 
less conscious endeavour to deserve God's 
favour and forgiveness by what we have 
suflTered or done, or think we have done or 
sHffered, in the Lord's service. The root of 
self-righteousness lies deep in the natural 
heart of man ; and often when we think we 



Digitized by (jOOQIC 



48 EARLY DAYS IN CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

have dug it up we find some germ still alive 
within, which is sure to choke the plants of 
grace ere long. The young (Christian thinks 
he may take some credit for the contrast 
which may be seen between himself and 
some " lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God.'' Satan suggests the thought, and the 
foolish heart delights to give it room to grow. 
Surely, a young mind will argue, there must 
be some good in being good. But work out 
the argument, and it comes to this. I have 
deserved a little, and God may be looked to 
for giving more. But what has the deserving 
been ? Take the holiest act or service, and 
weigh it in the balances of the sanctuary, is it 
of the full measure and weight ? Or take the 
purest thought and motive and sift it as 
wheat, will no chaff fall ? Or put the purest 
profession into the furnace of fire, will no 
dross rise to dim and to dishonour your 
faith ? When a man goes on the ground of 
merit, even for a moment, and for the slightest 
plea before the Lord, he has put himself 
under the law, and he must be justified by 
his works, and "the wrath of God abideth 
on him.'' Take salvation as a gift, and it is 
yours for nothing. Try to earn salvation as 
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wages, and every day's service will see it retire 
further and further beyond your reach. The 
motive will, in every such case, spring out of 
your pride, and the pride can only spring out 
of your ignorance ; you are " wise unto sal- 
vation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus." 
There is a sweet satisfaction in the soul 
when service is to be traced to love. The 
young heart should love God, and will love 
Him under grace, even if all men should 
combine to hate. The motive of affection 
will work even when the light of hope seems 
to have gone out in this world's darkest 
night ; just as a mother's love grows stronger 
and not weaker by watching at the bedside 
of her dying child. The Lord taught me to 
love Him, the child of God will say, and I 
must love Him if I am to be happy, because 
love is my joy, my impulse, the very necessity 
of my regenerated nature. I may love; I 
must love ; I do love ; I will love ; such are 
the stages by which experience will tell what 
grace has done. I am moved to serve God, 
because the honour of life's opportunity is 
involved in it. I am resolved to serve God, 
because sinners of mankind need to be re- 
minded that some at least feel the delight of 
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being identified with God's truth and king- 
dom. I am glad to serve God, because I 
have seen something of His glory, as it comes 
out in the wonders of His doing, and the 
discoveries of His will in the world and in 
the word, and I delight to do His will. So 
should a Christian, young or old, be willing 
to testify ; and they who so avow their prin- 
ciples will never see reason to be ashamed. 

The young believer's wisest course will be 
found in this. He has been very honest 
with himself and faithful about himself; and 
after most careful investigation he traces all 
his soul life to the quickening of the Holy 
Ghost, and he humbly endeavours to express 
his heart's decision by saying, " Lord, thou 
knowest all things, thou knowest that I love 
thee." 
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VIII. 

The T(iper £Jxpei^ience. 

HE path of the just is as the shining 
light, which shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day." So the 
Christian career is not in gloom and 
ghastliness. The fruits of righteousness are 
mellowed, sweetened, ripened under the bright 
shining of the gospel day. And the walk of 
faith rises from strength to strength, with a 
widening landscape and a fresher atmosphere 
as the journey of life goes on. A young 
Christian is to be congratulate^! upon his pri- 
vileges in Christ. He is to be encouraged by 
his enjoyments with Christ. And he is to be 
reminded of his growing likeness to Christ. 
For hope beckons him forward, and faith lifts 
him upwards, and love draws him Godwards ; 
and the heart grows bright and happy when 
the Lord Jesus dwells there by faith. 
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Now all this comes home to the individual 
believer in the form of Christian experience. 
And experiences ripen ; and so the life in 
Christ, which began when the believer was 
young, will have a longer summer, and so a 
more matured growth, in the things which 
make for peace. Let us instance some parti- 
culars. There is the experience which a man 
gathers about prayer. It is like sowing differ- 
ent seeds. Some plants have a longer and 
some a shorter interval between seed and fruit. 
And the man who sows late may never live to 
see the later harvest. But "in the morning sow 
thy seed," from early life be familiar with thy 
prayers, and life will be a long reaping-time 
of blessing, after the early or the latter rain. 
There is a sobering experience that prayers 
may be to blame if the answers do not come, 
and so the petitions arc made more simple, 
more direct, more humble, more respectful, 
more hearty and healthy, and more full of 
faith. There is the growing experience that 
answers have often come when we did not 
connect them with the prayers ; and that God 
may be and will be faithful, though He takes 
His own time and ways to give us what >ve 
need. There is the happy experience that the 
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very act and habit of praying will become both 
a blessing and an education to the soul. For 
earth looks smaller and heaven wider w^hen 
the Christian is on his knees. And life looks 
nobler and eternity grander when the child of 
God finds a Father's presence everywhere, and 
a throne of grace accessible from any situation 
into which the will of God has brought him. 
Many prayers will mean many pleasures ; and 
so the earlier faith opens out the longer path, 
and by the pathway we shall find the more 
varied flowers and the more abundant fruit. 

Then there are the experiences which a 
man gathers about faith. The ripeness of 
wisdom will come out of this branch of Chris- 
tian acquaintance with the things of God. 
The early faith can say, I trust that it will be 
as the Lord has said. But the later faith will 
say, I knew that it must be because of what 
the Lord so often before has done. Many 
experiments have justified our growing experi- 
ences, and the result is the full assurance of 
understanding, and of faith, and of hope, so 
that the heart can say, " I know in whom I 
have believed, and I am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day." The evidences 
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accumulate, the instances multiply, the facts 
grow more prominent and more full of mean- 
ing, and ** wisdom is justified of her children." 
The young Christian mixes with more men, 
and he gathers wider acquaintance with the 
workings out of grace. His personal history 
spreads over a larger period, and he brings 
out more phases of faith as it has operated 
year after year in the wider working of God's 
word. Fathers who died when he was young, 
and babes which were bom as he was grow- 
ing old, all have taught some lesson for which 
the heart is thankful, and by which faith has 
been made glad. It is a blessed thing to 
begin God's service in the morning hours of 
life. 

There are still other experiences which the 
young Christian will realize about love. The 
first love is a love of affection, the warm im- 
pulse of a heart unspeakably thankful for 
pardon sealed and peace enjoyed. The emo- 
tional element is strong in it, for the force of 
a higher preference is needed to break away 
from the old entanglements of evil, and to 
spring vigorously into the open arms of sym- 
pathy and power to save. Then there follows 
the love of admiration, when the object of the 
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heart's affection becomes the subject which 
the understanding examines and appreciates 
more and more. It is this form which love 
must take in heaven, when " we shall see no 
longer as through a glass darkly, but face to 
face/' For the infinite God must be ever a 
wonder of delight to the ever opening intelli- 
gence and admiration of the redeemed from 
among men. And, in its measure, there is 
this feature even in our earthly wisdom. 
Every accession of grace brings out a cor- 
responding accession of glory. **We all, 
with open face, beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord." 

Riper experience with the will of God, 
fuller enjoyment of the presence of God, 
deeper acquaintance with the gifts of God, 
happier knowledge of the purposes and pro- 
ceedings of God — these are things which 
come over the soul as it draws out of the 
fulness of the vine, and hangs in the sun- 
shine of the heavenly favour, and proves how 
the goodness of God sweetens and sanctifies 
all the thoughts and feelings of the regene- 
rated nature, and even grows niore Christ-like 
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in tone and temper, in work and purpose, 
because men have become wholly Christ's, 
and Christ has been found by them to be 
" all in all." The Eshcol grapes of a heart 
early given to the Lord may fire the faith of 
the whole host of God. 
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IX. 

The Happier Ij^fj-uence. 

i|LL men have influence. For evil 
or for good, we are touching one 
another, teaching one another, 
acting on one another. And we 
are responsible before God for the influence 
we exert upon other people. Now, this 
power of doing harm or doing good varies 
with circumstances, and it is happy or hurtful 
according to what we have to impart. A 
young person, for instance, may think that 
the advice of older people is not suited to his 
case. It looks old-fashioned, and is con- 
ceived to be out of place. But a young 
friend belongs to the same generation, looks 
from the point of view which is not too high 
and not too low, and he may be attended to 
when older men are not. So it is a happier 
influence which a young Christian can bring 
5 
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to bear on the young souls who do not yet 
know the Lord Jesus Christ. The worker is 
level with his work . The teacher has recently 
been at school, and he can feel for and feel 
with those who are beginning to learn. The 
traveller bears the mark of the journey, and 
yet he is not tired or wishing to go back. 
Such things, under God, have a mighty 
power, which enables even a young and a 
weak believer to do great things for the Lord. 
It is the influence of example. The young 
Christian can recommend the gospel because 
he has found it good for his own soul. He 
can say, "Come," because the Lord has 
received him, and that is better than " Go," 
as if he had not yet joined Christ. He 
offers what he has himself accepted. There 
is a harmony amongst young minds, for the 
morning air throws its own colour over all the 
landscape to which young thought looks. 
The world is as bright to the child of God 
as to the child of earth, yet he has looked 
beyond it to the brighter heaven. The love 
of the things temporal appeals as powerfully 
to the wise as to the foolish ; but the love of 
the things eternal comes in to bear the wiser 
affections away after the joys that are to last 
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for ever. The happier influence takes hold 
of the higher nature, speaks to the deeper 
sentiment, touches the inner springs which 
shape the character and control the life ; and 
it is a blessed sight when early wisdom lays 
hold on the opening faculties and guides 
them on to God. 

It is the influence of instrumentality. God 
might have spoken into each man's ear and 
told him all he ought to know ; but He has 
seen fit to speak by angels and by men, to 
put the truth before the few and bid them 
tell it to the many. This makes every man 
who knows the truth to become a means for 
making it known. So men are "workers 
together with God," "fellow helpers to the 
truth.'* And amongst the many handles by 
which one takes hold upon another's atten- 
tion is the natural curiosity which is ever, 
and particularly when life is new, ever asking 
for some new thing. Now, an old disciple has 
been long known. They "know the man 
and his communication." But the young 
advocate is listened to. He may have some- 
thing fresh to advance. There is something 
strange even in his position, seeing he has 
30 soon cast in his lot with the Lord's people. 
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He catches the young eye, startles the young 
attention, and may be, by God's grace, the 
means of catching the young heart and bring- 
ing it into subjection to the love of Christ. Or 
the effect may be different, in an opposite 
direction. "What will this babbler say?'* 
may be the bitter comment of an old mind 
long closed against the truth. There is 
the young joy which feels warm to the old 
heart. There is the early enthusiasm which 
has a kindling effect on a weary and world- 
worn spirit. The taunt may cease, and the 
tear may fall, because the love which Christ 
has kindled looks so real and feels so good. 
Who knows nothing of the power of a child's 
prayer? Who can stand by the believer's 
early deathbed and not feel that it has a 
power behind it and before it too ? This is 
influence acting by the processes of life 
when the careless can only admit that all is 
beautiful and all is blessed in the fruits which 
faith can bear. 

It is the influence of real affection. Some 
men flatter us by falling in with what they 
have seen to be our bias, and helping us to 
attain the things which we most desire. And 
^or a time we are pleased and persuaded 
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by those who are agreeable companions, if 
not our best friends. But we always have 
suspicions about such men. Even in our 
folly we can see they are not wise ; and in 
our anxieties we know that we ought to seek 
safer guides. Now, the young Christian may 
be reckoned unpleasing, and we may avoid 
him because his very sincerity condemns. 
But we learn to think that he is sincere. 
There is consistency between his profession 
and his life, and we cannot and will not 
question his honesty and his truth. His 
meaning and his motive we acknowledge to 
be kind and good. He returns good for our 
evil reception of him. Perhaps we may 
be wrong and not he. So the leaven works. 
So the charity conquers. So the heart melts 
because the love has raised the temperature, 
and we cannot retain the coldness of our 
unbelief. 

This influence is happy upon our surround- 
ings, but it is even happier still upon ourselves. 
If God uses a man, He honours him. After 
the fight of faith, we only know more of the 
temper and power of **the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God." And 
while we so follow Christ, and go forth from 
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Him on His errands of mercy, that we find 
out that He still goes out with His people, 
and still turns the scale of victory on the side 
of the men who have "put on the whole 
armour of God," there comes back into our 
soul that steadying and strengthening power 
that bids us never be ashamed. 

While the iron is hot, strike with the 
hammer of the word. While the clay is soft, 
mould it after the pattern of the gospel 
Happy life, happy influence ! 
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X. 

The Hoj-ier Tempei^. 

JHIS is more than amiability, more 
than ability to control passion. 
For these may be found, often are 
found, in both old and young, 
where there is nothing like holiness to be 
discovered in heart or life. But holiness will 
show itself in all the departments of Christian 
character ; and it ought to make men loving 
and amiable, because they who are better 
subjects of Almighty God are also better in 
all the duties and relationships of human 
life. A young Christian should often inquire 
what religion has made him to be. There 
may be loud profession ; but an ungenerous 
spirit makes a louder statement about a man 
which the worjd is not slow to hear. There 
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may be talk which rises to some of the highest 
subjects of Christian knowledge and experi- 
ence ; but that means little if the talker be 
vain, and selfish, and full of a love of flattery, 
only in another form than that in which a 
w^orldling takes delight. A daughter who is dis- 
obedient in the family, hard to please, unwill- 
ing to show kindness towards such as know 
her best, has little to recommend her even if she 
seems to be active and gets credit for being 
devout in matters which concern the truth 
and cause of God. And a son who neglects 
every common duty, because he craves the 
excitement which comes from uncommon 
services in the Church of Christ, may soon 
bring discredit on the Christianity which he 
claims to represent. Let us look carefully 
into this matter of a holy tone of mind. It 
bears one remarkable feature, and that is a 
true humility. It is the quality of holiness 
that it brings a man up to his privileges as a 
living member of the living body in Christ; 
but it is also true that it keeps a man in his 
true place and position as a subject of the 
King of kings. And humility appears in a 
man's ability to forget self; so that though it 
may be harder for a young Christian to bear 
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to be spoken against than to be spoken well 
of, the hardest thing of all may be not to be 
spoken about at all. Humility teaches this. 

The holy temper will also be found in a 
man's real pleasure in hearing others spoken 
well of, and attaining to advanced position 
in the Church and work of Christ. The 
carnal mind, at such a juncture, turns to a 
man's own hopes or supposed merits, however 
far the inquiry may have originally started 
from him. And when such turns grow less 
frequent, and we can wholly consider a 
brother's case without dragging in our own, 
we may thank God for the grace which has 
so far turned us away from an evil thing. 

The holy temper will appear in the growing 
preference which a young believer feels for 
holy people. If a man secretly dislikes those 
who are believed to be specially pious and 
good, he betrays something of the world's 
hatred and the devil's jealousy against those 
who are admittedly consecrated to Christ. 
He shows, moreover, that his own judgment 
is not yet quite clear about the difference 
between wisdom and folly, right and wrong, 
good and evil. For a really decided man, 
conscious of the difficulty he finds in doing 
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as his heart dictates, will only honour and 
not dislike the men who are enabled to be 
more conscientious and consistent than 
himself. " He that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ? " Love for souls, 
love for the Lord Jesus, love for the Holy 
Scriptures, love for God's holy sabbaths, love 
for all God's spiritual children — this love will 
form a very prominent element in the holier 
temper which grows up amongst those who 
are in reality worthy to be considered Christ's. 
And this growth will be found to come out 
of the communion of the Holy Ghost. He 
leaves His own Divine impress on the human 
heart. He enters into the believing soul, and 
drives out the meaner things that used to 
exercise control. He comes like oil over 
the troubled spirit, and things that once were 
tempestuous settle down into a sweet and 
shining calm. His baptism of grace. His 
transforming influence of peace, His soothing 
music of heavenly thoughts and hopes, will 
be seen when the unreasoning rage is quelled. 
" Walk in the spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 
the lusts of the flesh." " Where the spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty." 
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It is well for a young professor to take 
special account of his own temper. Human 
policy may prompt him to be careful about 
any open acts or words of folly and of sin. 
But some rising of temper may explain that, 
after all, the inner workings may be very far 
from holy. And " without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord." The Lord's own call 
is, "Be ye holy, for I am holy." " Holiness 
becometh God's house for ever." The 
tendency of our thoughts, the tone of our 
feelings, the aim and endeavour of our whole 
being, should be towards a conformity to the 
Divine image. The love which distinguishes 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost should be 
conspicuous in all the family of love. The 
purity which must characterize the heavenly 
home is to be part of the education which 
they are acquiring who are to fill and enjoy 
that home in heaven. And the peace which 
nerves a man and satisfies a man when earthly 
trials and temptations rise is part of that holy 
preparation by which men are more than 
conquerors. Fight against a proud temper, 
and a bitter temper, and a perverse temper, 
as you would fight against a vice which the 
world would denounce, or against a babit 
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which your own conscience would blush and 
bum to have laid at your own heart's door. 
And pray to be holy, in thought and purpose, 
so that the reading of your own soul's life 
may bring you peace. 
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XI. 

The Braver Testimony. 

pF a young Christian needs to be 
reminded of anything, it is that he 
must be brave. "Perfect love 
casteth out fear." And the gene- 
rous instincts of living faith are, that believers 
must be no cowards concerning Christ. 
And true courage may be more shown in 
the quiet composure of an honest testimony 
even than in some hot rushing into a danger 
which sober wisdom would be glad to avoid. 
But testimony, if it is to be a test of our real 
boldness for Christ, must not be confined to 
the presence of men who are not foes but 
friends. The man who is conspicuous in a 
time of peace may be timid and retiring 
when the warfare for Christ begins. The 
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old soldiers of the Cross who never flinched 
from following Christ have a deep con- 
sciousness that victory will fall to them who 
are on the Lord's side. And they desire to 
inspire the new recruits with the spirit of a 
true devotion to the Master and the cause 
which has often been so helpful and so 
peaceful to themselves. And the men who 
have wisdom to discern the signs of the 
times, and who know that " perilous times 
will come,'' are anxious to interest the younger 
champions of the faith, both with regard to 
weapons which are mighty, and the manner 
in which they are to be used aright. And, 
therefore. Christian bravery may be part of 
the subjects which Christian wisdom recom- 
mends to such as are joining the ranks from 
which older soldiers soon will fall. There is 
no wisdom and no comfort in being half- 
hearted. For the enemy presses upon the 
unstable, and the friends of truth withdraw ' 
from the undecided. Cowardice invites 
attack; but calm confidence in the Lord 
Jesus, and in the power of His truth, makes 
a Christian respected even by his opponents. 
The man who will not tell a lie, however 
much profit it might bring, will be honoured 
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even by men who have no regard for truth 
themselves. The young Christian who will 
not conceal in public, if need be, what he 
privately delights in, that he loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ, may be resisted, but he will 
not be despised. Every age seems to raise 
up errors and objections of its own ; but the 
work of God is "the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever ; " and the secret of the gospel 
victory is to be found in this. The God of 
the gospel gives it energy and success. The 
lovers of the gospel hold it fast and hold it 
forth, ready to lay down their life in its 
defence. And the students of the gospel, 
after all their efforts to fmd out its defects, 
become more and more satisfied that its 
meaning was, and its effect has been, to do 
more good. 

The young champion for Christ's truth 
will soon find out that opposition to that 
truth may often be traced to sin. " This is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men love darkness rather than 
light because their deeds are evil." Yet sin 
makes no man happy ; and so as the ungodly 
man finds out that the Christian is really happy 
in Christ, his love of sin may die, and then his 
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liatred of the truth may cease. Be very bold 
for the Lord ; for in your very opponent you 
may really have a man who is tired of oppo- 
sition and ready to lay down his arms. 

So, again, continuance in fighting against 
good will be found to come out of ignorance. 
The unbeliever has conjured up before his 
mind what he thinks a dreadful thing ; but it is 
not the thing which the Lord Jesus offers ; and 
so when he finds out his mistake, the dark 
sinner may avow himself a convert to the 
truth which saves and sanctifies and satisfies 
the soul 

Now, a holy boldness will not come out of 
doubt and indecision of soul. And, there- 
fore, it is not prudent for a young Christian 
to be ever listening to anything that the 
enemy of the truth may say. The prudent 
course is to begin with that which so many 
have proved to be good. The mind needs 
to be saturated with the revealed will and 
word of the living God. The history of the 
gospel, the proved results of its influence on 
the world, ought to secure for it an intelligent 
inquiry as to what itself has said it is, and is 
to be. Before the objectors are consulted, 
let that first be heard which professes to 
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come from GoA Then the young disciple 
must be made to understand that true 
religion will ever be in a minority in this 
evil world, so long as the deceiver is not yet 
cast out. The army of the saints is in an 
enemy's country, passing through and travel- 
ling on. The precautions of warfare are not 
yet to be laid aside. But the Captain of our 
salvation is at the head of a conquering host ; 
and the banner of the faith will one day float 
over the stronghold of Satan and of sin. 
Meanwhile, the soldiers of the Cross are con- 
stantly cheered by the triumphs of faith. 
That which mastered and emancipated their 
own hearts and minds can still do great 
things for the captive souls of men. The 
thing that conquers brings not death to a 
man, but life. The souls that are conquered 
become not slaves to the conqueror, but 
sons. The power that enters into the land 
over which giants ruled will bring in a holy 
peace for which the inhabitants will be thank- 
ful when it comes. Therefore, let young 
Christians be very brave. The courage of a 
holy life which dares to look God's enemy in 
the face, and cannot be turned aside, this is 
a noble thing. And the courage of an 
6 
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honest testimony, which is not afraid of say- 
ing the true thing because it may now be 
unpleasant and unpopular, is an honourable 
thing, such as a man may show who believes 
what God has spoken, and recommends what 
God has offered for the good of the souls of 
men both in earth and heaven. 
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XI r. 

The Bi-EgpED Hope. 

jHE young heart has much to do« 
with hope. It has life before it, 
and the fringe of a great continent 
prompts a spirit of adventure which 
shall search what the interior may contain. 
And the Christian hope meets the young 
Christian in the very earliest stages of his 
history. It mainly has to do with two great 
facts, the coming of the Saviour and the 
saints' possession of the kingdom. "The 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour ** must be conspicuously kept in mind. 
His beauty and majesty will bring a happy 
surprise over the soul that has fullest known 
all the wondrous things which the oracles of 
God have said about Him. And when we 
follow Him into the home which He. has 
prepared for the redeemed, one loud song of 
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adoring and admiring praise will tell how 
much the heavenly reality has exceeded our 
earthly expectations. The young Christian's 
possession, here and now, is a bright and 
blessed thing, for it calms his conscience^ 
satisfies his affections, sanctifies his will, ele- 
vates his life. But it is his reversion, that 
which is coming to him as an heir of God 
through Christ, which kindles his enthusiasm 
into the brightest and purest joy. His hope 
becomes the anchor of his soul. His hope 
becomes the explanation of his patience. His 
hope becomes the reason why he never can 
be ashamed. Hope is the golden link be- 
tween faith and charity, growing out of the 
former and growing up into the latter grace. 
" We are saved by grace," for that explains 
our past, how indebted we are to God*s love 
iind mercy. "We are saved by faith," for 
that explains our present, how we are depen- 
dent every moment on the life which comes 
to us in virtue of our union with our living 
head. And "we are saved by hope," for 
that interprets our future, how we shall be 
abundantly provided with every needful 
power, till we enter upon the "inheritance 
with the saints in light" The young be- 
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iiever, therefore, should be well instructed in 
the holy principles of the blessed hope. 
They rest upon three things. First, there is 
God's promise. " Hath he said it, and shall 
he not make it good?" "The exceeding 
great and precious promises," therefore, ought 
to be familiar things. Like jewels of gold, 
gathered carefully from all the rich deposit in 
the \vritten word, the promises should be 
strung together by the wise servant, to be an 
ornament about his neck, a treasure to enrich 
the memory and to adorn the life. Then, 
there is God's power. " Verily there shall 
be a performance," because "he doeth ac- 
cording to his will in the armies of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of earth, and none 
can stay his hand." " All things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God." 
Above the changes and chances of this mortal 
life, over all principalities and powers in 
heavenly places, the sovereignty of the Al- 
mighty presides, and He who is above all 
things is the Christian's Father of wisdom, 
love, and strength. 

But still more, there are God*s perform- 
ances. The believer is not entering on a 
speculative policy. He argues from what 
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has been to what is sure to be. There are 
saved souls with the Lord Jesus. They de- 
parted to be with Him. There have been 
victories over Satan on the battle-fields of 
earth, and the Church of Christ through all 
the ages, and over the wide areas of man's 
home and history, stands at this moment on 
the ruins of old errors, a monument of God's 
faithfulness, and a mark to which God's ser- 
vants point with thankfulness and pride. 
" The gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it," and so men come within the shelter of its 
walls and settle there in peace. The saints 
above are freedmen in light ; and we, though 
for a time in the flesh and in the world, are 
yet " prisoners of hope." We watch before 
the door which any moment may open and 
disclose the King and the kingdom. We 
wait, for we know not how soon the chariot 
of fire may come to carry us away into the 
glory. So we have cheerful words to utter 
before all who have entered into the upward 
walk. For hope stands as an angel of light, 
beckoning us towards the brightness. It 
blooms as a flower upon the plants of grace, 
prophetic of the rich fruits which are one day 
to be gathered. It comes down as a sun's 
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ray from above the clouds of our dull world's 
atmosphere, and our thought follows it back 
into the brighter glory from which it came. 
The man who follows the Lord fully will 
never say that the result has been disappoint- 
ment. Bather, with the Queen of Sheba, he 
will say of the greater than Solomon in all 
his glory, ** The half was not told me." 

** When wrapped in fire the realms of ether glow, 
And heaven's last thunders shake the world bclow^ 
Hope, undismayed, shall o'er the ruin smile. 
And light her torch at Nature's funeral pile." 

Happy in being, happy in having, happy in 
expecting, and happiest in enjoying, the 
Christian can say, " I press towards the mark 
for the prize of the high calling which I have 
in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

And now these words of love, yearning 
longings for the young of the flock, are left 
under the grace of Him who can bid them do 
their work for His glory. They represent the 
honest convictions Avhich have grown up and 
strengthened in a long acquaintance with 
human life. And they are intended to leave 
one impression upon the heart that may wish 
to be guided right. If you would be happy. 
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pray to be kept holy. If you would be safe, 
keep close to the Saviour's side. If you 
would he comforted, live ever in the light 
and under the direction of the Holy Ghost. 
So your bright spring-time will have a bright 
summer to follow ; and the autumn will yield 
her richer fruits, a blessed store for the soul 
when the end of its earthly history is near. 
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